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As the second week of the Session comes to an end, it would be beneficial to have several 

legislators join us in the Polar Plunge to cool them off just a little. Despite a disagreement between 

House and Senate, the reapportionment battle continues to require a lot of time. It would appear 

the goal remains to pass the maps early in the session since it is expected they will draw legal 

challenges. There are certainly people that believe and truly desire that to happen, as that may be 

the only way to truly get fair districts. 

 

The House and Senate still have differences with the budget, but continue to work toward 

consensus. One very contentious issue that is associated with the budget was taken up by the 

Senate Rules Committee concerning Proposed Committee Bills 7170 and 7172. The Committee 

agreed to introduce over the objection of Senators Smith and Margolis. They are now SB 2036 and 

SB 2038 and are on the fast track, as both bills will be heard next week. One authorizes the 

privatization of prisons from Manatee County all the way down to Monroe County. Lawmakers 

ordered the privatization of these prisons last year, but the unions representing correctional 

officers sued to block it. The case is currently on appeal. The other opens the door to any 

outsourcing through proviso language, which is what Judge Jackie Fulford ruled against. These 

public safety and essential service issues should be handled through the legislative process, and 

not put into the budget with an up or down vote.  

 

The development of a showdown between insurance companies and doctors is starting that would 

limit what primary care doctors can charge patients when dispensing medication for work related 

injuries. We are watching all these bills and any amendments extremely close. 

 

Another new bill has been filed this week, HB 1499 (Brandes) – Relating to Actuarial Soundness 

of Retirement Systems.  Referred to Government Operations Subcommittee, Finance & Tax 

Committee, and State Affairs Committee. 

 

HB 107 (Caldwell) – Relating to Special Districts.  Favorable as amended by Finance and Tax 

Committee; 22 Yeas, 0 Nays 
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SB 698 (Wise) and HB 819 (Taylor) – Relating to Public Retirement Plans, are being discussed by 

the Revenue Estimating Impact Conference as this report is being written.  No Votes Will Be 

Taken. 

 

HB 577 (Young) – Relating to City Pension Fund for Firefighters and Police Officers in the City of 

Tampa, Hillsborough County.  Favorable by Community and Military Affairs Subcommittee; 

15 Yeas, 0 Nays.  Now in State Affairs Committee. 

 

HB 93 (Harrison) – Relating to Homestead Property Tax Exemption for Surviving Spouse of 
Military Veteran or First Responder.  Favorable by Finance and Tax Committee; 23 Yeas, 0 
Nays. 
 
HB 95 (Harrison) – Relating to Homestead Property Tax Exemptions.  Favorable by Finance and 
Tax Committee; 24 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
 

(Hooper) – Relating to Public Records/Agency Personnel Information/Dates of Birth.  HB 629 
Favorable by State Affairs Committee; 15 Yeas, 0 Nays.  Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading. 
 

 (Hays) – Relating to Workers' Compensation Medical Services.  Favorable with 1 SB 668
amendment by Banking and Insurance; 7 Yeas, 4 Nays. 
 
The Governor has directed the Office of Policy and Budget to conduct a deliberate and thorough 

examination of special districts in the State of Florida, and make recommendations on the role of 

special districts in the State, with special focus on increasing efficiency, fiscal accountability, and 

the transparency of operations to the public.  (See attached) 

Please familiarize yourself with our Priority Issues on the FPF website by checking the Legislative 

Issues (on the left side of the home page) regularly. 

 

I would like to thank President Rainey, Vice President Suarez, Secretary/Treasurer Marsh, 3rd DVP 

McCrystal, and 8th DVP Poirrier for all their help lobbying this week. 

 








